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PART 1 of the Research Report: Root Causes of the Issue

1.

What social factors cause this issue? How does it do so?
As of 2019, almost 80% of the population in many Gulf countries was urbanized, and
nearly 100% in Qatar and Kuwait. With the rapid urbanization, construction and
industrialization happening, and also taking into account the fact that there is a very high
standard of living for the countries in this region, large amounts of energy are being used
everyday.
Transportation, highways, land use and Urban living all create a high expectation and
need for energy consumption. The Fast-growing consumption of energy has not been
accompanied by a general awareness of the public to the need for more eco-friendly and
sustainable methods and practices, as well as a lack of incentives to follow more
sustainable and eco-friendly lifestyles when it comes to consuming energy.
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2.

What economic factors cause this issue? How does it do so?
Energy overconsumption amongst the masses in the Gulf Region can be attributed to
many factors at play, the main one being the low domestic pricing on oil and gas due to
the region’s abundance in these resources. This has led to an increase in the per capita
consumption of residential and commercial energy. The problem gets compounded
further with the growing population as the countries in these regions attract more and
more foreign talent.

3.
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What political factors cause this issue? How does it do so?
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Despite a nearly universalized system of access to energy resources, there is a very large
gap amongst the residents of these countries when it comes to access to electricity. In a
research done by the UN in 2019, it was found that about 30 million people across the
Arab region still lack security in access to energy. This problem negatively impacts the
socioeconomic progress of the countries in this region. However, all GCC countries have
universal access to energy.

4.

What other factors cause this issue? Health? Such as a pandemic? Physical? Such as Natural
Disasters?
The weather and Climate of the countries included in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) region is a major factor towards the consumption of energy, with the energy
consumption rising during the hot-weather months. Another factor is the function of
transport in this region, which includes large amounts of private and commercial
transport over public transport. GCC countries have some of the highest private vehicle
per person rates in the world. In reports dating as far back as 2015, countries such as the
UAE follow this pattern, with Dubai recording 540 vehicles for every 1000 people;
according to a report done by the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia
(ESCWA) in 2019. This was one of the highest rates ever recorded.

In Gulf Countries, Environmental factors such as access to water and food, and surviving
the lack of resources due to the harsh heated climate, are all dependent on energy-driven
solutions. These issues arise from the geography of the region and take up copious
amounts of energy to solve, more than the global average. Desalination of the saltwater to
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give clean drinking water, massive usage of Air conditioning to battle the heat, and
imports for the resources that cannot be grown in this region, these are all some examples
of how the geography of the GCC countries need to consume so much energy, for basic
survivial.

Electrical energy consumption in the Gulf, Growing energy demand in the GCC countries
by Abdullah Al-Bad, 2019

5.

How long has this issue been a problem?
This problem cannot be traced back to a specific year, however its earliest incident can be
traced back to the price-spike in energy and gas in 1980. This increase led to the GCC
countries gaining large amounts of revenue that they then invested in many
“energy-intensive industries”. Although this was not exactly the beginning of
overconsumption, it was a first stepping stone.
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6.

Why is this issue a problem? Why does it need to be solved at all?

The Issue of Overconsumption in the energy sector reflects and affects the region on an
economic and socioeconomic scale. Due to the massive consumption that is not followed
by sustainable measures, the gulf region is under risk of sustainability vulnerability. It is
predicted that the energy demand is set to increase in the next twenty years, and as the
GCC is largely dependent on Fossil Fuels for energy sources, this will allow multiple
Environmental problems to surface at extreme rates.

7.

Which organizations benefit from the status quo? How does your country benefit from the
status quo?
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Electricity tariffs are amongst the lowest in the world in the GCC region. The current low
prices and lack of incentives and consequences when it comes to overconsumption
benefits many commercial businesses and industries, although the main demographic it
favors is the citizen population. However the countries economically do not benefit much
from the overconsumption, especially if the consumption goes unaddressed, in their own
countries. The main reason for the low cost-access is to benefit the residents of the
country and allow universal access, as well as allowing economic development.

9. Which countries influence this issue the most? How so? Which countries/groups are the most
impacted by this issue?
Although all the GCC countries face the same problem at nearly the same rate and
numbers, this issue is more prevalent in some of the larger and more populated countries
such as The United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, due to the
higher rates of vehicles, people, infrastructure and industries.

10. Which countries/groups should take the lead in solving this issue?
There have been many efforts made in solving this issue in the past, with laws and
institutions set up and created to work towards a greener world. Several examples can be
drawn, like Kuwait’s Energy Conservation Program and Code of practice, Saudi Arabia’s
Energy Efficiency Center, UAE and Qatar’s Green building initiatives and regulations.
Bahrain had the implementation of a Thermally insulated building even back in 1999, and
Oman has had committees and designs created for these specific sustainability purposes.
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GCC countries hosting big events are implementing resourceful practices, like Dubai’s
recent World Expo 2020, which heavily emphasized the SDG goals and implemented
them in different ways through technology, events and infrastructure. At the Expo, the
Saudi Arabia Pavilion was powered by 650 solar panels. Qatar is planning on integrating
the SDG goals and drive sustainability for the Upcoming FIFA Cup 2022. These
examples are a testimony to how effective the resources and funds the Gulf has can be in
regards to promoting and maintaining sustainability.

PART 2 of the Research Report: UN Treaties/Policies/Resolutions
This section covers what UN action has been taken to address this issue on the agenda
1. Which resolutions are linked to this issue ratified?
A/RES/76/210 - issued 17 December 2021
A/RES/65/151 - Issued 16 February 2011
2. How far did this resolution solve the issue?
The primary focus of Resolution A/RES/76/210 was based on national call to action,
rather than international i.e. it emphasized the need for each country to individually
tackle the issue of energy sustainability and work towards fixing overconsumption, as
well as supporting developing countries through resources and financial plans.
It encouraged national organizations, banks, etc. to contribute and support the global
efforts, and heavily took into account the economic side of the issue. It also focused on
more investment when it came to achieving the SDG goals, particularly SDG 7,
Affordable and Clean Energy.
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A/RES/65/151 was brought forth in 2011, and declared 2012 the International Year for
Sustainable Energy for all. It focused on promoting Sustainability through a multitude of
global activities set by the UN council and organizations in charge of and related to
sustainable and renewable energy.

Resolution A/RES/76/210 focuses mainly on future efforts, and it has a comprehensive
plan integrated into its clauses .However, as it is a relatively new resolution, no
conclusion on its effectiveness can be drawn. This is one of the few resolutions that calls
for renewable and effective energy on a more global scale, as most cover mainly
developing countries
Resolution A/RES/65/151 was more suggestive than active. It mainly focused on
performative efforts and while the activities planned were executed, their impact was
overall not substantial enough to bring change beyond a few months.

PART 3 of the Research Report: Possible Solutions
Solution 1:
Individual homes and buildings are fitted with Solar Panels and Lithium Batteries to
allow houses in every neighborhood to follow a more sustainable and clean energy
lifestyle, and also amplify the importance of saving up energy.
-

Pros- Solar panels will be more sustainable and clean, and eco-friendly. They take
solar energy from the sun and have Lithium Batteries installed to convert the
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sun’s chemical energy to electrical energy, thus creating a more eco-friendly
input.
-

Lithium Batteries can sustain a limited amount of energy at a time, so it will
provide an incentive for people to save up and be careful with battery usage. This
also allows for the maximum productive usage of our natural resources whilst not
draining them

-

Cons -Solar Panels are quite expensive, and currently a luxury.

Solution 2:
Stricter and more effective laws be implemented for overconsumption.
-

Laws and regulations like a maximum energy limit before a fine must be paid, or
a maximum limit before the electricity used can be charged expensively i.e. can
have higher cost rates per hour, or perhaps a credit-system where after three
offenses of exceeding the limit, the electricity gets cut off from the source and can
only be reinstated with a fine.

-

This will also create a sense of awareness amongst the people on the
consequences of overconsumption, economically and environmentally

-

This will only cover over-consumption, and is much more beneficial than just
raising the prices altogether, as it still allows the working class to access energy
easily

-
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It will, however, take extensive work and time to execute
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PART 5 of the Research Report (Video): Guiding Questions
● Guiding questions is where you pose questions to delegates to help them approach
the issue
● Make sure your questions are not complicated and are easily comprehensible
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● Have up to 3-5 guiding questions- make sure they are relevant.
● These questions should ensure that delegates consider all the aspects of the given
issue
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