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PART 1 of the Research Report: Root Causes of the Issue
Child labor has been affecting societites and communities for several decades. Currently, nearly
1 in 10 children are involved in child labour. This is even worse because of the fact that child
labour has increased at an alarming rate.The root causes of this issue are linked to a variety of
social, economic, and political causes. Sub-Saharan Africa has one of the highest rates of child
labour. In North Africa, many children are forced into child labour due to socio-economic issues
such as the lack of educational institutions or the lack of institutions concerned with the welfare
of children. Armed conflict, regional disputes, and political crises have led to a sharp increase in
child labour in North Africa. There are several challenges and existing gaps which act as an
impediment towards eradicating child labour. These include the lack of knowledge of the
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prevalence of child labour in certain nations due to restrictions on rights and the lack of
transparency. The lack of quality education due to ignorance from governments has led to
challenges for child soldiers, children with disabilities, and girls from accessing education. This
is seen in nations where autocratic rulers are present. Corruption in the government and the
ignorance of the rule of law also leads many government officials getting involved in child
trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation, and the recruitment and use of child soldiers.

The prime social causes include social stereotypes, access to educational institutions, and
discrimination. Several refugees are involved in child labour as many institutions cannot provide
adequate educational opportunities. This lures the youth into child labour. The social stereotypes
in less economically developed countries, and in conservative communities, started the tradition
that children must follow in their parents’ footsteps at a young age. This is a major cause of child
labour. Other unconscious biases such as prioritizing the male child, leads to girls getting
involved in domestic work from a young age.

The economic causes which have given rise to child labour in North Africa include extreme
poverty, the lack of job opportunities, and the lack of necessary infrastructure. As more and more
people are pulled into these conditions, they can only afford to send their children to work in
order to earn a mediocre income. Children are often involved in dangerous and hazardous work.

With the global pandemic, 9 million additional children are at risk as the quality of education and
economies collapse. The pandemic is increasing economic insecurity and is also reversing
positive trends seen at reducing child labour in North Africa. This has been a major increase in
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two decades. The lack of an effective medical infrastructure leads to many endemics and diseases
which cause the deaths of many caregivers, which forces children to work to achieve a minimum
level of subsistence.

Civic negligence is one of the primary political causes of child labour in North Africa. The
disregard for the safety and security of children in these regions by officials has caused a sharp
increase in child labour. Political instability in several nations leads to civil and regional wars
which destroy opportunities for a better future. This leads to many young children migrating to
unknown nations, where they are forced into slavery and child labour. Corrupt governments
threaten the peace and justice of particular regions and demolish the foundations of the rule of
law. With no law to protect children, children are exploited into doing work. Many of these
children work in extremely hazardous sites which threaten
their life. The political instability in these regions pave
way for human trafficking and sexual exploitation of
children. Children are misused with no institution or
authority to protect and guide them. In regions affected by
war, especially in countries with no federal constitution,
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children are recruited into the military for various purposes. The lack of security and monitoring
of children in these conditions leads to children gradually getting involved in violent activity.
The incidence of potentially dangerous work in countries affected by armed conflict is 50%
higher than the global average. The decrease in investments in child protection services and
security systems have contributed to the sharp rise in children being involved in armed conflict
or being recruited as soldiers. The lack of security also leads to children being involved in
activities such as smuggling illegal goods between borders.

Child labour has been prevalent in our society for centuries, initially starting with colonialism,
armed conflict, and the industrial revolution. Although
there have been several reducations in child labour in the
past few decades, child labour has remained relatively
consistent in North Afirca. In Saharan Africa, population
growth, recurrent crises, and extreme poverty has led to
16.6 million children involved in child labour over the past
four years. Eastern and Northern Africa have one of the
highest percentages of child labour.

This issue has impacted several developing nations. The consequences of child labour are
staggering. It leads to the sexual exploitation of children from a young age. Children involved in
hazardous work are often faced with extreme bodily, and mental harm, including death. It leads
to slavery, and socio-economic exploitation. It denies children their promised rights to education
and healthcare. Child labour creates a vicious cycle as the development of human capital through
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education is halted. Human trafficking is also common and many girls are sold off into child
marriage and domestic work. Child labour compounds socio-political inequalities and is a threat
to the human rights that have been promised to all children.

Major countries impacted by this Issue
Burkina Faso
Many children in Burkina Faso are involved in the worst forms of child labour. These include
farming, and commercial sexual exploitation which occurs as a result of human trafficking.
Children are also involved in dangerous activities such as gold mining. The prime cause for this
is the lack of stable and independent institutions in the region and political instability such as the
lack of stringent legislation. In Burkina Faso, corrupt people often torture children and pay them
for their work through food and a place to sleep. More than 38% of children in Burkina Faso are
involved in child labour.

Niger
Young children in Niger are forced into several hazardous activities such as hereditary slavery,
mining, and also cattle herding. The minimum age for work does not apply to children who
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perform unpaid or non-contractual work. This way, several people exploit children. The illegal
slavery known as wahaya is also prevalent although several institutions have condemned it.
Other causes for child labour in Niger include the lack of funding for labour inspections and a
large gap in labour law enforcement.

Mali
Mali has made very slow progress in eliminating child labour. Children are involved in illicit
activity such as being recruited into illegal armed forces. Progress to eliminate child labour is
slow as the implementation of several laws passed to improve the rights of kids have not been
implemented in a pragmatic manner. Bribery, the violation of the rule of law, and corruption in
several instituitons has led to many terrorist organizations recruiting children.

Morocco
In Morocco, the government has taken several steps to eradicate child labour. They have made a
good amount of progress compared to other nations. However, children in morocco are involved
in forced child labor which includes forced domestic work. In certain rural areas, the execution
of laws are not taken seriously. This leads to children being exploited. Moreover, certain
programs that aim on reducing child labour do not fully address the issue on a large scale.

PART 2 of the Research Report: UN Treaties/Policies/Resolutions
This section covers what UN action has been taken to address this issue on the agenda
Several resolutions have been passed in the past few years to address child labour by various
commisions in UN. However, most of these resolutions addressed the situation globally rather
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than in a particular region. The issue of child labour is guided by three international treaties and
conventions. Most of these treaties have been interpreted in different ways and have also been
ignored in regions where governments ignore social conditions and only focus on production.

Resolution A/73/L.101
During the 73rd session of the UN General Assembly, several member states adopted the
resolution to raise awareness on child labour globally, and to declare 2021 as the international
Year for Elimination of Child Labour in line with the Sustainable Development Goals.
This resolution raised significant awareness on child labour but only seeked to find solutions
rather than start action. This resolution was targeted throughout the world, and led to many
institutions starting campaigns on eliminating child labour. The declaration of 2021 as the
International Year for Elimination of Child labour also raised a susbstantial amount of awareness.
The resolution called out many organizations such as the International Labor Organization (ILO)
to start action. This resolution was only effective for making many people aware of this issue. It
ignored several practical ways to apply solutions to eradicate child labor in civil society.

Resolution on the Rights of the child ( A/RES/71/177)

During the 71st session of the third committee of the United Nations’ General Assembly, several
states adopted the Resolution on the Rights of the Child. This resolution provided the basis for
eradicating several crimes against children and to protect the rights of children. A part of the
resolution addressed the issue of child labour globally. It also recognized the various factors
which contribute to child labour. The resolution also emphasized on the need for all nations to
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accept the terms given in the Worst Forms of Labor Convention, and the Minimum Age
Convention given by the ILO. The resolution also addressed the issue of children getting
involved in armed conflict. It secured several rights of children and had a substantial impact
globally. Although it did reduce most child labour in developed nations, as the resolution was
directed worldwide, it did not permit for individual focus or attention to North Africa. The
resolution also failed to address the root political causes which cause child labor.

PART 3 of the Research Report: Possible Solutions
Solution 1: Ensure that institutions work independently and are monitored by a few members of
the United Nations. This will reduce insecurity and political stability and make stakeholders and
governments more accountable for forced child labor. This will make institutions abide by the
rule of law and also ensure transparency while boosting economic growth to prevent the
exploitation of children. This will make governments more legitimate and responsive by
ensuring that they abide by international conventions and also do not violate human rights. It also
promotes the freedom of press, so that governments can be held accountable. However, this issue
can lead to increased corruption and the spread of false news which can increase child labor.

Solution 2: Preventing the recruitment of child soldiers by promoting education and promoting
peaceful relations. Ensuring that children are protected by Child Protection Services in regions of
conflict and of insecurity can help protect children and give them the access to education. For
children who do not have any legal guardian to assist them, children can be repaid with nutritious
food, and safe spaces such as dormitories to encourage them to attend school. Nevertheless, this
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might take a lot of time to implement and it will be rather challenging for rural areas and
emerging nations.

PART 4 of the Research Report: Bibliography
“2. Child Labour (Decent Work for Sustainable Development (DW4SD) Resource
Platform).” 2. Child Labour (Decent Work for Sustainable Development (DW4SD)
Resource Platform),
www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm.
Author International Labour Organization (ILO) and UNICEF, and International Labour
Organization (ILO) and UNICEF. “Covid-19 and Child Labour.” UNICEF, 1 June 2020,
www.unicef.org/reports/covid-19-and-child-labour-2020.
Causes, 13 July 2011,
www.ilo.org/moscow/areas-of-work/child-labour/WCMS_248984/lang--en/index.htm#:~:t
ext=According%20to%20the%20experts%2C%20the,provide%20them%20with%20adequ
ate%20nutrition.
“Child Labor Statistics.” UNICEF DATA, 13 Aug. 2021,
data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-labour/.
“Child Labour Rises to 160 Million – First Increase in Two Decades.” UNICEF,
www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/child-labour-rises-160-million-first-increase-two-deca
des.
“Child Labour.” UNICEF, www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour.
10

Middle School Model UN VI: The SDGs | 25th – 26th March 2022

“Conflict and Mass Displacement Increase Child Labour.” Middle East and North Africa:
Conflict and Mass Displacement Increase Child Labour, 20 Mar. 2019,
www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_677550/lang--en/index.htm.
“Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor - Burkina Faso: U.S. Department of Labor.”
United States Department of Labor,
www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/burkina-faso.
“Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor - Niger: U.S. Department of Labor.” United
States Department of Labor,
www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/niger.
McKenna, Luke. “Child Labor Is Making a Disturbing Resurgence around the World.”
Business Insider, Business Insider, 6 Jan. 2012,
www.businessinsider.com/countries-worst-child-labor-risks-2012-1#bonus-child-labor-in-a
merica-11.

PART 5 of the Research Report (Video): Guiding Questions
● How can political institutions play a role in eradicating child labour?
● Has corruption impacted the rights of children in North Africa?
● How does armed violence in politically unstable nations increase armed violence?
● If North African Nations collaborate with the UN, and each other, can people and
communities come together to eradicate child labour?
● How can member states work towards preventing child labour keeping SDG 16,
Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions in mind?
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