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PRESS TEAM INTERVIEW WITH
PROFESSOR ALYAA AL MAADEED

The MSMUN press team recently had an opportunity to interview
Prof. Alyaa Al Maadeed. When asked about the role of a social
worker, Alyaa said, “as a social worker, especially being in Qatar
we have to advocate for women’s safety and girls being protected.
When it comes to the issue with Nouf [Al Maadeed] I think it’s very
important to intervene with the situation with sensitivity. Being
very secretive about her issue we have to respect the family’s right
to negotiate on their behalf as well as to accept family intervention
which is very important. If there is an issue, family interventions
usually can solve the problem.” Later in the interview, she discussed
her vision of social work in Qatar on that topic she said “I think
it’s not necessarily that we are vocal or not vocal about these issues
it’s just a matter of our culture where women haven’t been able
to or have not been trained to talk about these issues so its about
speaking up and having open communication regarding these
issues because we keep thinking about the respect of the families
sometimes women and girls feel oppressed because they want to
maintain a good relationship with their families because families,
tribes, the parents are usually the

protector and I think in social work we have to focus on that as
a strength is that families, parents have a responsibility towards
their woman, towards their girls, to protect them and to have
open communication with them regarding all sorts of abuse and
domestic violence, whether it’s physical or emotional. When asked
on what she is trying to achieve by speaking at MSMUN she said
“bringing a new perspective regarding gender equality by bridging
the gap between the philosophy behind it and articulating what
gender fairness really means not just gender equality we need to
understand how those SDG goals are shaping our understanding
of what we should accomplish and achieve in Qatar as well as
make out our decisions as a community as a society, the leadership
in Qatar have been very supportive of female and women
empowerment it’s women empowerment in literature its evidence
that the leaderships was the reason women have more voices
nowadays so as a country as a government we are doing really great
but as a society we need to have open dialogue to understand the
issues of women and also their strengths which they are bringing to
light social welfare.
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There is no doubt
that education is a
significant economic
driver. Americans who
complete high school earn
117 percent more each year
than those who do not.
According to data from
the 2015 high school class,
increasing the country’s
high school graduation
rate from 83 percent to 90
percent would result in
an additional $3.1 billion
in earnings for each high
school cohort, resulting in
a $5.7 billion gain in GDP.
Furthermore, Americans
with greater education
levels are more inclined to
vote, volunteer, and donate
to charity.
States and school
districts alone will not be
able to meet the aim of
delivering a high-quality
education to every student.
The current system has
resulted in significant
disparities in the resources
available to kids based
on geography, income,
and race. Even when
varied degrees of poverty,
regional incomes, and
other things are taken into
consideration, the disparity
in spending between states
is enormous. New York,
for example, spends more
than $12,400 per student
than Idaho. Only 11
states provide progressive
funding for education,
with more money going
to the poorest school
districts. In the remainder
of the country, the pupils
who require the most
assistance are the ones
who receive the least.
Local villages are still
breaking away from larger
school districts, creating
segregation. Unfortunately,
history demonstrates
that states and local
education districts can
easily maintain structural
inequity that has existed
for years without a strong
federal intervention.

The Importance Of High
Quality Education

Future administrations
must also comprehend and
learn from the experiences
of previous efforts to
change K-12 education.
There was a general
consensus on the essential
features of education
reform during the previous
few administrations,
both Democratic and
Republican. Standardsbased accountability
for schools, teacher
evaluations based in part
on student learning, and
the development of public
school choice alternatives
were among these
features. Policymakers and
supporters, like the Center
for American Progress,
fought for fundamental
changes to the education
system at the federal and
state levels based on these
concepts.
There is no
silver bullet or single
proposal that will
significantly enhance
students’ prospects and
outcomes, but there
are ways that federal
policymakers, including
the next presidential
administration, may act
and set a new agenda for
K-12 education.

“A quality education
grants us the ability
to fight the war
on ignorance and
poverty”
Charles Rangel

Within Qatar,
there is an issue with
disabilty inclusion. Qatar
Foundation offers specialist
schools such as Awsaj
Academy for students with
a wide range of abilities
and Renad Academy for
children with Autism.
Already these schools are
over subscribed and with
long waiting lists, and the
country needs many more
opportunities for inclusive
education for children with
disabilities.
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Middle School Model
United Nations (MSMUN)
is a conference hosted by
THIMUN Qatar. Which
aims to empower and
unite tomorrow’s future
generations and leaders
during their primal
development years (in this
case, middle school). This
event will bring together
these the most outspoken
and opinionated students
and give them a platform
to discuss and debate issues
that plague our world in
the present and future. In
addition, the conference also
has its sights set on preparing
future delegates for the
following MUN events
(those that are bigger and
more international) that they
might want to participate
in during their high school
years. Such as THIMUN or
even conferences abroad.
The conference functions
by separating the delegates
into different committees
that will debate and try to
find a solution to a specific
world issue. These issues
are taken from the list of
17 of the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals (UN SDGs). There are
seven being focused on this
year with a focus on the Gulf
Region and North Africa,
and they are as follows:

WHY IS MSMUN IMPORTANT?
“One step into an MUN podium is like a million steps for
your confidence.” - MSMUN Delegate

SDG #3: Good Health and wellbeing
SDG #4: Quality Education
SDG #5: Gender Equality
SDG #8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
SDG #10: Reduced Inequalities
SDG #12: Responsible consumption and
Production
SDG #16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

By the end of this weekend,
this MUN event hopes to
conclude by enhancing the
world view of these delegates
and to open their eyes to the
issues that plague our world
and the region in which we
live in, as it will be heavily
focused on ways in which
these individual SDGs can be
achieved in North Africa and
the Gulf. As well as develop
the social, tem working and
speaking/ presentation skills
of the student that partake
in this conference. Which
will not only benefit them
for future conferences but
also in other aspects of their
life. These skills are very
important, especially when
developed earlier in life in
these developmental stages.

